OUR FAITH IN ACTION
October 15, 2023

Sunday Morning Bible Classes 86 Sunday morning Live feed views 24
Attendance at the building 202 Post-Sunday sermon online views 27

Bible Hour Attendance

Sunday night Bible Class 68 J.0Y. Bus Attendance
1 Riders 3 Workers

Wednesday night Bible Class 45

Budget $ 5,100
Contribution $4,871
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Dave Matz (open heart surgery recovery); Sue Hooper; Laverne Winland;
Karen Ault (kidney transplant recovery); Sandra Sheesley (Sue Dearth’s
sister) upcoming tests; Jamie Sheesley hip replacement recovery (Sue
Dearth’s nephew); Dan Fussell, upcoming shoulder surgery; Betty
Edgington (open heart surgery soon); Kim Hickenbottom, trouble with
her diabetes; Sandy Resecker, heart issues; widows and widowers of the
congregation.

Please keep the family of Marie Rose in your prayers, she passed away
Wednesday evening.

Those battling cancer — Lisa Jones (stage 3 lung cancer); Logann Kehrer
(a friend of Bob Burrow’s co-worker), diagnosed with terminal cancer;
Linda Workman; Andy Copley (surgery in November); Patty Norris (friend
of Keith Coss); Kevin Guiler (leukemia); Donna Hughes (friend of Naomi
Ault); Roger Highman (prostate cancer); Tammy Carter (friend of John
Ackerman); Nina Christman.

Pregnancies
Please keep Amanda Antill in your prayers—for her health and the health

of the baby she is carrying.
* Please update the office of any changes to those on the prayer list. We update the

prayer list periodically, removing names if we have not received recent updates on that
person.

S0 Trunk or Treat will be tomorrow evening,
__ Monday, October 23" at 6:00 p.m. in the church

' parking lot. Set up will begin at 5:30 p.m. If you
have any questions, please contact Linsey Colvin.

There will be a soup bean and cornbread fellowship dinner,
Saturday, October 28™ at 5 p.m. in the Fellowship building.
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Please bring a dessert and a friend!

Doubting Faith

Two weeks ago | concluded our “Real Faith” series with the story of
Moses, dealing with anger. | thought at that point that | would be moving
on from the series, but after some thought and reflection on the next
couple of months of sermons, I've decided to add two more lessons from
the New Testament to our “Real Faith” series and extend it a bit.

This morning, our series continues with a look at the story of James,
Jesus’ brother. James will teach us about doubts and skepticism as a
regular part of our faith. Doubting and skepticism is a topic that, when
I’'ve preached or taught on it in the past, has drawn interesting and very
opposite reactions. Some folks can’t understand why anyone would ever
doubt God. For these people, things are very simple—God is God and
that’s that. They have never doubted His existence or His goodness, how
He works or why He does what He does. But there is another group of
people, mostly silent for fear of being labeled or viewed as less than.
These people occasionally—or often—have doubts about God’s existence
and/or His goodness. This doubt might come from significant
experience(s) in their life—trauma, sudden death of a loved one, difficult
childhood, etc.—and they look at the evil in the world and struggle to see
how God could exist or why He doesn’t stop the evil.

I'm not sure we like to talk about the reality of doubt in the Christian’s
life, but it does and can exist. As we’ll see this morning, doubts can
actually bolster faith—if they are dealt with properly. So, | would
encourage you if you are one of those who struggle at times with doubts,
deal with them! Admit them! You aren’t less than because you have
them. You stand in a long line of believers over years who have wrestled
with the reality of life and struggled to understand God in the midst of it
all.

| believe that for those who deal with their doubts, there exists a more
vibrant and real faith—one that, when tested, is more sure and more in
touch with the world and all of its complexity.

Scott McFarland



